This descriptive study aimed to characterize the graduates of the Inter-unit Doctoral Program in Nursing of the School of Nursing of the University of São Paulo, who defended their theses in the period 1998-2008, in relation to the location they developed their Masters and their pre and post-doctoral employment, also to investigate the theses defended in relation to the thematic areas and methodological approaches used. Data were collected from the Fenix-USP System and the Lattes Curriculum System. Of the 190 graduates, 178 had curriculums available online. Of those, 58.4% performed teaching and research activities when they entered the doctoral program, which were activities mainly developed at Federal Universities (34.8%). This predominance was maintained after the conclusion of the doctoral studies. The thematic areas most studied were Women's Health (20.5%) and Adults/Elderly Health (13.2% 
Introduction
Until the fifties, research in nursing in Brazil was scarce, most knowledge or information contained in articles was sourced from personal experience, tradition, authority, intuition or borrowed. Circumstances brought the need for research (1) , which, among other things, culminated in the development of the post-graduation in nursing in Brazil.
Currently, the post-graduation in nursing is a consolidated segment of Brazilian education, contributing to the formation of qualified human resources, guaranteeing an outstanding position for Brazil in the Latin American context due to the scientific development that occurred. The consolidation of postgraduate education was a determining factor for the development of Brazilian nursing (2) . 843 www.eerp.usp.br/rlae Garbin LM, Azevedo ALCS, Silva LTR, Laus AM, Chaves LDP, Gualda DMR, Rossi LA.
The development of the Brazilian post-graduation stricto sensu was established in 1968 with the University Reform (2) , and in the 70s, post-graduate nursing had grown to eight Masters courses across several regions of the country. for research in the field of nursing (3) . The purpose of the program was to attend to the need for training nurses at the doctoral level; but from 2007, began to accept other professionals interested in scientific education in the health area, reflecting the characteristics of a multidisciplinary program, which aims to "provide a thorough scientific training for researchers in the health area in order to develop technical, scientific and ethicalpolitical skills in research, care and education" (4) .
In spite of the current paradigms and their trends in evaluation of the scientific production, the contribution of a Program of this size is undeniable for the construction of knowledge in the area of nursing; both from the standpoint of the production itself, represented by the theses defended as the conclusion of the course work, the training of human resource multipliers of knowledge and the qualification of professionals for the development of research activity (5) .
Furthermore, nursing has sought, in research, the instruments to ensure its field of work and to configure its own knowledge (5) , and the need to perform an evaluation of scientific literature in order to verify its contribution in the health area has been identified, with increasing emphasis.
In this context, a look at the research that constituted the theses of the doctoral students of the Inter-unit Program provides a reflection on the contribution of these studies to the knowledge of nursing and its evolution, and establishes guidelines on the current trends observed in the research developed in this area.
Objectives
To characterize the graduates of the Inter-unit Chicago: SPSS Inc.) was used.
Results
From the survey conducted in the Fenix System (6) , it was found that there were 190 doctoral theses defended in the Program during the period of interest.
Regarding the characterization of the students of In relation to activities performed by students at the time of entering the doctorate, a wide variation was found, since they were active in teaching or care only, the two together, or related with research activities.
A predominance of the development of teaching and research activities together (58.4%) was observed, and these activities were developed mainly in Federal The identification of thematic areas (Table 2) was based, in a first instance, on the areas that the objects of the research study focused on, just as they were presented, or those which they were closest to, since The Others category accounted for 14 theses (7.4%), and included theses that addressed the issues:
ethics (2), theoretical reviews (3) The distribution of the theses, according to the methodological approach used in this study, can be seen in Table 3 . It was verified that 130 (68.4%) of the theses analyzed used a qualitative approach.
Rev. Latino-Am. Enfermagem 2010 Sep-Oct;18(5):841-8. (100) 42 (100) 30 (100) 33 (100) 16 (100) 14 (100) 190 ( (12) .
The area of Education continued throughout the interval studied a periodicity of constant production, which can be justified because of the accentuated discussions and revisions of the curricula of undergraduate courses of the schools of nursing, supporting the proposal to reformulate the basic curriculum of the time, reinforcing the need for critical and reflective training of nurses stimulated toward the development of the scientific spirit.
The data presented in relation to the methodological approach confirms the growing trend of qualitative studies in nursing, which has been occurring since the 80s, as evidenced in other studies (5, 13) . The positivist method prevailed until the end of the first decade of the Program, and in 1999 a point of inflection appeared and the qualitative method became more regularly and continuously used in research (5) . A previous study (5) . In the context of qualitative methodology applied to health, it is not sought to study the phenomenon itself, but to understand the individual or collective significance to people's lives (14) .
As evidenced in this survey, in a study which analyzed all the production of theses in Brazil from 1983 to 2001 (13) , only five (1.1%) used a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods and, according to the authors, without demonstrating a clarity of the purpose of triangulation to the wider domain or a deepening of the knowledge about the object of study.
Final considerations
Brazilian It was observed that a contribution arising from the research has been produced and needs to be incorporated in the daily practices of institutions linked to health, and that this Program contributes significantly to the production of knowledge.
Although some interesting information was obtained by analyzing the abstracts, the importance of this production for the academic environment cannot be affirmed and it may be interesting to verify and prove the effectiveness of these results in practice.
The theories and knowledge generated from nursing research are fundamental for establishing a scientific basis for planning, prediction and control of the results of practice. The use of research will yield more credibility for the nurse as a specialist in nursing care and will provide more efficiency in the making of decisions.
This work contributed to the increase of data presented in a previous study, in relation to the thematic areas studied and methodologies used in 
